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REMARKS 

Claims 1 and 4-24 are pending in the application. Claims 1, 4, 6, 8, 9, 11 
and 20-22 are rejected, claims 5, 7, 10, 12-19 are objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims, and claims 23 and 24 are allowed. 

Claims 5, 7, 12, and 17 have been rewritten to include all the limitations of 
a base claim and any intervening claims. Claim 6 has been amended to depend 
from amended claim 5, which overcomes the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §112, 
second paragraph. Applicant respectfully submits that these claims are therefore 
in condition for allowance. 

Applicant has amended claim 1 to more clearly define that which applicant 
regards as the invention and respectfully submits that amended claim 1 and any 
claims depending there from are clearly not anticipated by Beretta. Specifically, 
claim 1 has been amended to recite that the container may be articulated 
between "an essentially two-dimensional planar configuration and an extended 
configuration wherein a plane defined by the at least one support member is 
oblique with respect to a plane defined by the base member". 

As may be appreciated from FIG. 5 of the present application, when 
support members 62, 64 are disconnected and articulated to be coplanar with 
substantially planar frame 65 the container will define an essentially two- 
dimensional planar configuration. That is, the container will lay flat with no 
appreciable extension into the third dimension. On the contrary, Beretta teaches 
a basket that when articulated into its collapsed position (FIG. 1) extends not only 
in two dimensions but well into the third, i.e., its height when collapsed and 
standing on legs. 

Furthermore, as may be appreciated from support members 64 being 
wider at one end than the other as shown in FIG. 5 of the present application, 
when the container is in its extended configuration at least one support member 
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64 will lie in a plane that is oblique with respect to the base member 65. 
Applicant respectfully submits that this relationship is not taught by Beretta, nor 
does it otherwise suggest or motive one skilled in the art to arrive at the invention 
as defined in amended claim 1. Thus, applicant respectfully submits that 
amended claim 1 and all claims depending there from are in condition for 
allowance. 

With respect to claims 21 and 22, applicant respectfully points out that 
claim 21 recites, among other things, that "the at least one support member 
comprising a plurality of semi-elliptical loop segments rotatably connected with 
the base member for articulating the container between an essentially flat 
configuration and an extended configuration" (emphasis added). Applicant 
respectfully submits that this feature of the invention is clearly not anticipated by 
Beretta and requests that the rejection of claims 21 and 22 as being anticipated 
by Beretta be withdrawn. 

Claims 9, 11 and 20 have been canceled. Applicant reserves all rights to 
pursue allowance of the cancelled claims in any related patent application. 

In view of the above, applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of the 
application and allowance of claims 1 and 4-8, 10, 12-19 and 21-22 with claims 
23-24 being previously allowed. 
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Applicant's attorney invites the Examiner for a direct telephone conference 
at the number below, if necessary, to discuss the merits or other aspects of this 
application and to move it expeditiously to allowance. 
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